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the right to utilize the surface for exploration, drilling and development operations. 
Unless an exception is granted, a well site must be located within a “drilling window” on 
the property (see below for a more complete discussion of drilling windows). COGCC 
regulations require that good faith negotiations with the surface owner take place in an 
effort to determine an agreed upon well-site location within the drilling window, and the 
ultimate location will be influenced by existing surface uses as well as the needs and 
preferences of the surface owner. In many cases, the location of drill sites (as well as 
roads, production tanks and pipeline corridors) have been previously agreed to by 
contract under a surface-use agreement, which is of public record.  If property is subject 
to a surface use agreement the title documentation should reflect that contractual 
obligation.  
 
What is a “drilling window”?  
A drilling window is an area established by the COGCC that defines where a well or 
wells may be drilled. There are typically five drilling windows per land survey quarter 
Section (160 acres) or 20 windows per section (square mile).  An oil and gas operator that 
wishes to drill from a 
surface location 
outside of a drilling 
window must seek an 
exception from the 
COGCC, which may 
include the consent 
(waivers) of adjacent 
operators, mineral 
owners or surface 
owners.   
 
In some instances a 
well may be twinned 
or combined with 
other wells in a drill 
window and 
directionally drilled 
so that development 
may occur in another 
area.  Inset F shows 
the location of the 
proposed well head in 
one location and the 
bottom of the drill 
hole in another (see 
the dashed lines 
extending from near 
the center of the 
exhibit to the red box 
in the lower corners 
of the quarter 
section).  Since the 

Inset F: Well placement, setbacks, access road, tank battery 
and gathering lines map. 

Courtesy of Anadarko Petroleum Company.  




